
International Journal of Research in Management                                                                                 ISSN 2249-5908 

Available online on http://www.rspublication.com/ijrm/ijrm_index.htm                     Issue 4, Vol. 4 (June-July 2014) 

RSPUBLICATION, rspublicationhouse@gmail.com Page 109 
 

Analysis the status of Urban Development Parameters in Zabol city 

by CDS Urban Model 
 

Gholam Ali Khammar
1*

, Elham Sabaghzadeh
2 

1* 
Assistant professor in Department of Geography and Urban Planning, University of 

Zabol, Zabol, Iran 

(Corresponding author, Tel: +989153420818) 
2 

MSc student of Geography and Urban Planning, University of Zabol, Zabol, Iran 

 

Abstract 

The emergence and spread of the CDS approach to urban planning will be explored in a series of 

requirements. In other word, nowadays in contemporary urban societies, disability agency and 

rigid social structures - political and failure to implement new approaches of CDS in the cities 

that seeking their own new identity has created the conditions that urban society is prevented of 

fair competition based on citizenship rights, accountability, management, accountability and the 

rule of law. In order to, the aim of current thesis is analysis the status of urban development 

parameters in Zabol city by CDS urban model. Applied methodology is descriptive - analytical, 

based on library studies, modeling, and field survey with questionnaire and SWOT analysis. In 

the first stage after formulation of questionnaires, 380 questionnaires were distributed to between 

citizens and in second stage by choosing a sample of 80% of the urban elite and officials in 

Zabol city, it has proceed to distributed of questionnaires in between of goal society. Then, the 

data were extracted from the questionnaires were entered in SPSS software and in finally were 

presented the specific coefficients were calculated for each variable and the model of SWOT, the 

weighted average and rank the proposals. Results showed that the overall average is 2.84 for 

officials, 236 for citizens and 2.41 for urban elites. Also, this coefficient is obtained for urban 

elites and citizens, as well as (2.58) and (2.34). In continuous, the results show that there is 

significant difference between different studied groups about CDS variables in Zabol city F (2, 

452) =16/31, p= 0/000). In SWOT model, the dial of create facilities for solve of citizens 

problems with average weight gain of 4.5, the most important internal strengths respectively. 

Finally, there are presented some solve ways. 
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1. Introduction 
The Cities Alliance is a global coalition of cities and their development partners committed to 

scaling up successful approaches to poverty reduction. The Alliance brings cities together in a 

direct dialogue with bilateral and multilateral agencies and financial institutions (Cities Alliance, 

2000). CDSs should sustainably enhance urban performance, measured in terms of: (i) economic 
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growth linked to improved livelihood opportunities; (ii) poverty prevention and alleviation; and 

(iii) improved environmental and public health, inclusive of poor and informal urban 

communities. Much has changed in the external context, in which cities have been operating 

since the 1990s, particularly rising energy prices (Roberts 2004) natural disasters and 

environmental accidents, global economic imbalances, security and terrorism threats, and 

declines in urban social capital (Rahnama & Heydari, 2013).  The uncertainty is putting a 

premium on resilience and increasing returns to cities that can handle uncertainty. There has 

been new learning in urban strategizing, mostly because of networking between cities. Within 

the academic community, research (and associated output) on the relationship between the 

characteristics of urban strategic processes and those of urban performance has been 

disappointingly limited. In the past four decades, cities around the world had to face economic, 

social, and environmental challenges, as well as fast urban changes, such as rapid population 

growth and social-spatial changes. These factors have had a significant impact on urban areas in 

the developing countries (UN-HABITAT, 2009). As of today, around 75 percent of the global 

population growth is concentrated in developing countries. Nearly 40 percent live in cities, being 

this estimate expected to reach 52 percent by 2020 and, eventually, 67 percent by 2050 (UN-

HABITAT, 2001, UNDP, 2003).  

Such changes are affecting the areas of economy, social condition, and environment. Economic 

uncertainties and the competition in the attraction of investors are the major results of these 

changes. Strategic planning offers the possibility of involving a wider range of partners, 

especially from the communities and the private sector. Since local governments in democracies 

are accountable to their communities, strategic planning improves communication. This results 

in increasing the commitment of communities to rights and duties, for example, by observing 

laws and the payment of taxes, but also new partnerships as communities can act as non-profit 

service provider. The private sector has become an important player in urban planning and 

development worldwide. Public private partnerships not only offer opportunities for investors, 

but increase the credibility and raise the profile for those involved in both public and private 

sectors through bilateral “endorsement” (Healey, 2004).  At the same time, ”strategic 

(spatial) planning moves away from the idea of government as a mobilizer of the public sector 

and provider of solutions to problems, towards an idea of governance … through the 

mobilization of a plurality of actors with different and even competing interests, goals and 

strategies.“ (Louis, 2004). 

The city‟s role as an engine of economic growth has become more important as the world 

becomes increasingly urbanized. It is critical for cities to be strategic about their investments and 

growth in order to capitalize on opportunities. A city development strategy is a tool that helps a 

city harness the potential of urbanization. It also enables a city to develop a coordinated, 

institutional framework to make the most of opportunities. A CDS helps a city: 

1.1. Allocate resources strategically, By focusing on at most five key strategic thrusts, a CDS 

helps a city allocate limited resources in areas where they will make the most impact. 
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1.2. Attract capital and discipline its use, Developing cities need discipline to most effectively 

use their limited financial and human resources to achieve targets. In addition, the capital 

available to any given city flows to cities that show potential and have well-thought-out urban 

futures. A CDS can both attract capital and help the city use that capital in a disciplined way. 

1.3. Clarify the vision for its future, a CDS is designed to shock the system under controlled 

conditions and catalyze new thinking about the city‟s future. An effective CDS assesses a city 

frankly and objectively, enabling the city to see its future more clearly and identify the best ways 

forward. 

1.4. Build necessary partnerships, although they are critical to the process, local governments 

alone cannot turn a city around. A CDS helps local authorities work in partnership with national 

governments, private interests and civil society to change a city‟s developmental direction. 

1.5. Anticipate future shocks, a good CDS can help a city anticipate future shocks and rapidly 

changing risk environments. It can also increase understanding of how stakeholders would 

respond under various scenarios. 

1.6. Plan for growth, a CDS helps a city anticipate the rate, type and physical direction of growth 

and develop infrastructure ahead of that growth. 

 

 
Fig.1. left: „Systems of Cities‟ World Bank, 2009; right: UCLG debate 2010. 

 

2. Background 

Designs for individual buildings are easy to export, but the urban design cannot be transferred in 

the same way. Many cities just grew organically and did not plan for the number of citizens who 

would depend on the city as a place for trade, jobs, education, transport, healthcare and 

specialized services. Furthermore, former master plans focused more on engineering streets, 

connections and highways, than a vision directed towards enhancing a neighborhood’s quality 

of life. Exceptions can be found in cities that were designed to provide a full range of services 

for a large population, such as Brasilia, Chandigarh (designed in 20th century), Barcelona or 

Berlin (designed in the 19th century). Large-scale growth has also been predicted and accounted 
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for in Lujiazui and Puxi near Shanghai or Tijuana, Mexico, that plans a new city for 1 million 

inhabitants. These cities envisage offering a center, complete with services, universities, 

commercial and public spaces and parks for a population to live and work.  

The balance between economic, environmental, and social necessities is the aim of sustainable 

urbanization. Cities should develop their social and economic structure to build the sustainable 

urbanization, without damaging their natural environment and achieve appropriate equilibrium 

amidst humans and the natural resources, upon whom they depend to live. Attainment of this 

equilibrium is possible based on system that combines individual opinion provided by 

participation of citizens with in this process and scientific knowledge that can be provided by 

scientific analysis. (Jepson, 2001). In this system, sustainable urban development accounts for 

“as a new large-scale vision to guide the planning agenda for the twenty-first century”. (Saha & 

Paterson, 2008). To make a balance between different aspects, urban planning is a conventional 

tool used which also can be a significant tool for promoting the interaction among planners and 

officials and the local community. (Diamantini & Zanon 2000) In making sustainable urban 

development, urban planning can play an eminent role. In order to make balance between four 

aspects economic, environmental, social, and governance is the aim of sustainable urban 

development .This further reaches to livable productive and inclusive cities, towns and villages 

especially the methods that render participation of decision-makers and stakeholders and new 

tools that enable decision-makers to answer sufficiently. To ascertain the social, economic, and 

environmental impacts of urban policies is where the where guidance provides by City Planning 

Tool. It enables for a systematic analysis of the relationship between social, economic, and 

environmental developments, which further helps in describing the reciprocal dependence of city 

planning and consistent development at the strategic and operational level. In order to find a new 

role for urban planning in sustainable urban development, the current approaches of planning 

must change toward strategic planning. The main aim especially for developing world is played 

by planning area for sustainable urbanization in promotion of future urban and regional 

sustainability in response to global changes and major trends in the world that affect in cities. In 

order to evaluate the sustainability of city policies, the strategic urban planning systems evolved 

over the last decade(s) most of the times comprise of a framework coupled with a set of 

indicators. So in order to evaluate of sustainability in the process of development, it should 

compare significant features of sustainable urban development to key features of the process of 

urban development. 

In 1998, the CDSs were started by the experiences in East Asia. The earliest of CDSs were 

funded by the World Bank and were applied in Indonesia, Philippine, Thailand, Vietnam and 

China. In 1999, poverty reduction became one of the fundamental objectives of CDS after 

establishing Cities Alliance. Few of the focuses that some cities had were on the local economic 

growth, enhancement of local governance, sustainable development, Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs), and so on. (ECON  &  CLG, UTS, 2005) Till date, more than 200 cities mostly in 

developing countries have adopted and reaped the benefits associated with this approach. 

Developing cities, like their developed counterparts, face considerable uncertainty. Cities that 



International Journal of Research in Management                                                                                 ISSN 2249-5908 

Available online on http://www.rspublication.com/ijrm/ijrm_index.htm                     Issue 4, Vol. 4 (June-July 2014) 

RSPUBLICATION, rspublicationhouse@gmail.com Page 113 
 

confronted with the tasks of managing population growth rates unprecedented in history, but are 

already unable to cope with existing backlogs. The decentralization of responsibility to the local 

level, an imperfect and uneven process at best, is often not matched by the allocation of 

resources and authority. As the numbers of urban poor grow, inequalities in opportunity and 

income are deepening – it is estimated that nearly three-quarters of Africa’s urban residents 

reside in slums, often unrecognized and serviced by their local government. Furthermore, as we 

have seen in New York, Madrid, London, Casablanca and Dares Salaam, no city is immune from 

terrorism. Poorly performing and failed states put cities in a perilous position because they are 

complex systems linked to the external world. Global warming is expected to cause rising sea 

levels threatening many large developed and developing cities. In short, many developing cities 

clearly face a perilous future unless better strategizing, that incorporates anticipation and 

foresight, becomes the norm. Indeed, resilience is becoming as important as competitiveness in 

terms of urban performance. 

 

Case study 

Zabol is the second city of Sistan and Baluchistan province and it is the first city of Sistan 

region. This province is located between 25
//
 3

/ 
to 31

//
 29

/
 northern widths and 58

//
 49

/
 to 36

//
 20

/
 

eastern lengths. It is limited to Sothern Khorasan with the Oman Sea to the north, Afghanistan to 

the south, Pakistan to the east, and Hormozgan province to the west. According to the census of 

2006, the population of this province estimated at 2,405,742 people. Based on the latest division 

of the country Sis-tan and Baluchistan has 14 counties, 36 cities, 40 boroughs, 102vials, 8908 

coded villages (Fanni, khakpour & Heydari, 2014). 

 
Fig. 2. Case study region. 

 

Also Zabol city is located in the near of Hamon Lake and the region agriculture lands are 

irrigated by Hirmand River water. Lake Hamun is a seasonal lake that is often dry. The people of 

Zabol speak a Persian language variant known as Sistani or Seistani which is very similar to 

Dari, also known as Afghan Persian. The tribes of the area include the Shahraki, Arbabi, Narui, 
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Barahui, Gorgij, Herati, Ghanbari, Afshar, Barani, Sarani, Fakhireh, Mir, Dahmardeh, Rashki, 

Sanchooli, Pahlevan, Faghiri, Divaneh, Gorg, Nohtani, and Sayyadi. In recent years these tribal 

names appear in the surnames of the inhabitants of the area. There are also hundreds of Baluchis, 

Brahuis families and some Pashtuns in this city. Zabol area is well known for its "120 day wind", 

a highly persistent dust storm in the summer which blows from north to south. Zabol is 

connected by road to Zaranj across the border in Afghanistan. The Delaram- Zaranj Highway 

provides road connectivity to the rest of Afghanistan. Zabol thus provides Afghanistan access to 

the Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf via the Port of Chabahar. 

 

Methodology 

In present study the data were collected from libraries, documents and field study. In the case of 

library, data were collected by studying books, articles and internet. Then, field study was done 

and including observation, discussion and filling questionnaire and data were analyzed by using 

a qualitative range. For further clarification of the issue data were analyzed in SPSS and Excel 

software. Information has been collected on CDS in sustainable development of Zabol city 

characteristics (open & closed questionnaire‟s) along with interviews. This information is 

collected in two documents and field ways. Finally some suggestions were proposed in the 

framework of SWOT strategy. 

 

 
            Fig.3. A view of informal area of Zabol city 

 

Results 

Local stakeholder plans a process called CDS to formulate a vision for their city through a 

participatory process. This engages assessment and analysis of the city‟s perspectives for 
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development, the acceptance of priorities for investment and development, and implementation 

of this vision via partnership-based approaches. It is therefore both a process and a content to 

promote competitiveness, livelihood, management, and bankability of the respective city. To 

develop a sustainable vision for their cities and a strategy for achieving it The City Development 

Strategies (CDS) provides a methodology for mayors, private sectors, and citizens. The result of 

this population mutated was the physical development of Zabol city that a part of this physical 

development caused by planning policies and another part is the derived by without planning 

growth of city. Master plan adopted in the late of 1988 was established Zabol area in 2084 

hectare. Capacity expansions within the aforementioned range are included of barren land and 

arable surface area of the residential fabric of the city, especially in the North West and West 

part of Zabol city. 

 

Table 1 

Population prediction due to natural increase, migration and successive droughts in view of 2025 

Time period Population Prediction 

Real rate Natural rate Immigration rate 

2001-2011 2.75 2.10 1.1 

2011-2025 2.25 2.22 1.5 

Source: authors, 2014.  

 

Perhaps the most significant factors in the environment- physical Zabol city according to the 

principles of spatial development can be expressed as follows: 

1. Mobility network and public and private transportation in the city; 

2. Position and shape of the downtown has a core combination; 

3. The main divisions of the city and the hierarchy of the civil service; 

4. Replace main land uses by essential land use and Space dock; 

As well as total number of residential units located in the Zabol city, more than 48.65% are 

durable and the rest are semi-durable and less durable.  The most of city employees are making 

up by government and independent agencies that according to the predictions made for the year 

2016 this figure will continue to rise. 
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Fig.4. land use distribution in Zabol city 

 

General situation of urban development in the Zabol city according to CDS indices 

General mean of CDS indices in the Zabol city with attention to conducted analysis and figure 5 

is (2.94) for officials in the overall index.  Also the coefficients for urban elite and the citizens 

are obtained as (2.58) and (2.34). Can be get the average of the highest rates in most analyzes is 

related to urban officials that it is a significant point. The reason for this difference of opinion 

between the two groups is requires closing attention to their thoughts and opinions on both sides 

of the challenges. In general, Zabol city officials have evaluated the situation of CDS indices 

suitable rather than urban development options. Hence, this type of planning is usually done by 

high-level management and top managers are the responsible for design of future organization in 

here Zabol city.   

 

Fig.5. CDS indices in Zabol city 
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Analysis CDS indices using Multivariate Variance test  

The results of multivariate analysis showed that there is a significant difference in the 

experimental group in terms of indicators such governance (F (2, 452) = 16/31, p = 0/000), 

Banking with finance approach (F (2, 452) = 32/39, p = 0/000), Competitive (F (2 , 452) = 17/03, 

p = 0/000), being habitable (F (2, 452) = 9/07, p = 0/00). Also in term of competitive indicators 

there is significant difference between citizens and officials (d = -0/21, p = 0/020), citizens and 

elites (d = -0/23, p = 0/010) and elite groups and officials (d = -0/44, p = 0/000). 

 

   Table 2 

   The results of multivariate variance test in CDS indices 

Source Dependent variables Square 

Total 
Freedom 

degree 
Square 

Average 
F Meaningful 

 

 

Urban 

groups 

Governed 10.018 2 5.009 16.318 0.000 

Banking (technology) 0.387 2 0.193 0.737 0.479 

Banking (Finance) 24.450 2 12.225 32.396 0.000 

Livability  5.509 2 2.755 17.038 0.000 

competitive 4.928 2 2.46 9.081 0.000 

 

 

 

Error 

Governed 138.756 452 0.307 

Banking (technology( 118.553 452 0.262 

Banking (Finance( 170.570 452 0.377 

Livability 73.06 452 0.162 

competitive 122.639 452 0.271 

 

The 

total 

revised 

Governed 148.775 454 

Banking (technology( 118.940 454 

Banking (Finance( 195.020 454 

Livability 78.858 454 

competitive 127.566 454 

 

Suggestions  

1. Planning effort to create livable urban spaces in the Zabol city in order to reduce the amount 

of migration out to other areas; 

2. Importance of collaboration and dedication to Zabol city in all levels of management to make 

the necessary context for citizen‟s participation; 

3. Development of communication infrastructure, social and electronic transfer of authority to 

the public and public bodies in the area of CDS implementation approach; 

4. The development of urban justice as vertical and horizontal equity between citizens and 

municipal officials. 
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